
 
 

 
 

 
Lifewords Prayer, May 2021 

 
I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full. 

John 10:10 NIV 
 
In a year where “normal” life has been curtailed, what does it mean to live life to the 
full? How do we worship, serve and honour Jesus when our family, church, social and 
working contexts are restricted and refigured? For some of us, this year of staying at 
home or paring back our lives has meant time for new things, new projects. For others, 
we have felt stuck, restless, or unable to focus.  
 
As we grapple with the chaos, pain, loss and disruption of the past year, one way to 
“have life, and have it to the full” is to return to the constant of our relationship with 
God, the place where we find fulfilment and can truly be ourselves. When we focus on 
Jesus, look to him, fix our eyes on him, we find release and healing, inspiration and 
impetus, clarity and purpose.  
 
This month, as we pray for Lifewords work around the world, we hear stories of people 
who are focused on their mission – to share good news, to offer life in all its fullness 
to others. In a year where many things have been reshaped, the hope we have in Jesus 
is the same, yesterday, today and forever.  
 

 
Welcome to the May edition of Lifewords Prayer. This month, we hear the latest from 
Ninefold Path, an update from Kenya, news about new areas of Bible ministry, and 
stories from Pavement Project. Please join us as we pray. 
 
 
2–8 May 
Ninefold Path 
Ninefold Path, part of NINE BEATS, is an experiential journey through the ancient 
wisdom of the beatitudes. With online events, including “learning labs” and webinars, 
Ninefold Path invites us to explore how these “nine beats”, these sayings of Jesus 
known as the beatitudes, can revolutionise our lives, our communities and even our 
world. 
 
 Throughout the last year, Ninefold Path events have continued online, helping 

participants make sense of the broken systems that exist in our world through 
following an experiential journey through the beatitudes. Last month an online 
“learning lab” started, inviting people to explore key themes from the beatitudes. 
The final two sessions of this “learning lab” take place this week and next. Pray for 
those who are taking part, that they would experience change in their hearts, 
minds, actions and voices.  



 In addition to the “learning labs”, Ninefold Path has been offering free monthly 
webinar events. The February and March events looked at the themes of justice 
and compassion. This week, on 6 May, another event is taking place, focussing on 
peacemaking. Give thanks for these spaces to engage and reflect on these biblical 
values. Pray for those attending these events that they would find a deeper 
understanding of Jesus and their relationship with him.  

 
 Ninefold Path asks the questions: What if nine ancient sayings contain the keys to 

our liberation in this wild world of ours? What if the blessings of Jesus known as 
the beatitudes offer a radical alternative to the broken systems that we’ve 
created? As we as individuals and communities grapple with what was an already 
broken world, fragmented further by the Covid pandemic, pray that we, as 
followers of Jesus, would be agents for change, healing and new life.  

 
Find out more about Ninefold Path at www.ninefoldpath.org 
 
 
9–15 May 
Kenya 
In Kenya, the Lifewords team distributed over 8,000 resources during March, with 
Little Book of Character and Living with Loss being the most requested during the last 
two months. They also had new partnership interactions online with organisations and 
churches from Kenya, with several requesting booklets and downloadable resources.  
 
 “Pastor William, who ministers in central Kenya, received 2,725 copies of 

Lifewords resources which he shared with many other volunteers within his 
region,” says Clara Ngobolia, Kenya Director. “He held meetings to empower 
pastors and children’s workers. He says that Little Book of Help in Kikuyu has been 
well received by many people who are glad to read the Bible in their own 
language.” Give thanks for Pastor William and others like him who are serving in 
Kenya. Pray for him, and the pastors and children’s workers he is seeking to 
empower – ask God to help them reach people with good news.  

 
 “In collaboration with Biblica, we reached out to Rem High School in Ngong, 

Nairobi, with 400 copies of Little Book of Character during their preparation for 
the national examination that took place in April,” says Clara. “We also met with 
Kingdom Seekers Group in Kayole as they prepared for an outreach to high school 
students from Bukunyuri Boys in Wasingishu County as they too prepared for 
exams. They used Don’t Be Afraid to encourage them.” Pray for these 
organisations who are ministering to young people. Pray for the students, that 
they would read God’s Word, and be encouraged and strengthened. 

 
 “In March, there were nearly 300,000 plays of our animations in Swahili,” says Jarek 

Jankowski, Bible Resources Director. “The Swahili An Invitation animation was 
played by 278,000 people. Also, the response was very good – we recorded over 
50,000 reactions and 1,400 shares. It’s so good to be able to reach so many people 
in Africa, especially now, while many countries of the region are among those 
closed for international postal deliveries.” Praise God for the development of An 
Invitation as a digital resource in Swahili. Pray for the team in Kenya as they seek 
to grow their digital outreach with churches, organisations and partners. 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ninefoldpath.org/


16–22 May 
A new era of Bible work 
Over this past year the world has faced turbulent times. For us here at Lifewords this 
context of isolation, grief and confusion presents new challenges to share God’s Word. 
We’re asking for your support in our digital outreach, our ongoing projects and 
programmes, and our language and translation work – thank you to those who have 
already responded to this latest campaign. Thank you for your support through prayer 
and giving to be part of this new era of Bible ministry.  
 

 Lifewords digital communications enabled us to continue ministering right 
through the pandemic as we responded to churches looking online for worship, 
teaching and fellowship. Through the beginning of this year, we have seen record 
breaking activity for Life Changing Words (LCW) with over 4,000 users installing 
the app, more than 300% higher than an average quarter of 2020. “Never before 
have we experienced such a spectacular growth,” says Jarek Jankowski, Bible 
Resources Director. Over 4,000 people also shared LCW content with others and 
nearly 20,000 engaged with the Bible verses. “It means that so many individuals 
digested the verses and shared their reaction,” says Jarek, “a tangible example of 
their engagement.” Give thanks for how people are adapting to using digital Bible 
resources. Pray for us as we continue to develop this part of our work. 
 

 From counselling children-at-risk through Pavement Project, to reaching low-
literacy communities through The Visible Story in Indonesia, to introducing 
teenagers to Choose Life’s Bible values in Kenya and Brazil, to presenting the 
beatitudes of Jesus through NINE BEATS, and many more – our Bible projects and 
programmes are a distinctive part of our ministry. “The range of our work often 
surprises people,” says Creative Director, Steve Bassett. “Bible engagement, 
spiritual formation, theology, the arts, an appreciation of the ‘signs of the times’ – 
all inform this strand of our ministry. It’s a great challenge, an unfinished task, and 
we need support to share more resources.” Give thanks for the ongoing reach of 
our projects, and for the partners who work with us to share good news. Pray for 
us as we develop new ideas to bring hope, healing and transformation in our 
world. 
 

 Last month we asked you to pray for our “50 languages” project. Over the next 
few years, we are working to translate into more priority world languages and 
extend the range – building up to at least two core titles in 50 languages by 2023. 
Thank you for praying! “After a couple of weeks of preparation, we have started 
the work on preparing new titles scheduled for the year,” says Jarek Jankowski, 
Bible Resources Director. “March was very productive, and we have done much 
more than expected.” Give thanks for the start of this project and the progress 
already made. Pray that as the team continues the work, that God would provide 
resources, finance, people, wisdom and guidance. 

 
Find out more about how you can support this new era of Bible ministry at 
www.lifewords.global/projects/easter-appeal/ 
 
 
23–29 May 
The lasting impact of Pavement Project 
For over 20 years, Pavement Project has been counselling young people and their 
families, helping them find new life in Jesus. Here are three people who have 
experienced Pavement Project’s help for themselves and their families over the course 
of several years. 
 

http://www.lifewords.global/projects/easter-appeal/


 Jessica* from Brazil was first counselled with the green bag when she was 9 years 
old. She is now an adult with a family of her own, but since the first meeting with 
Luciana, the Pavement Project worker, Jessica has been helped by Pavement 
Project. Jessica recently lost her mother to cancer. Through the painful and 
difficult time of Jessica’s mother’s illness, Luciana was able to support and help 
Jessica and her mother. Give thanks for the impact Pavement Project has on 
people’s lives, for the strength of the bonds that are formed, and for the deep 
relationships that are built.  
 

 In Uganda, Lydia*, first met Carol, a Pavement Project worker, when she was 12 
years old. Lydia’s mother had died, and she was abandoned by her father. Lydia 
was living on the streets and her older sister was working in prostitution. Through 
the support of Carol and the green bag counselling process, Lydia was able to 
change her life, be reunited with her father, and encourage her sister to be 
counselled too. Praise God for the way Pavement Project transforms not just 
individuals but whole families. Pray for those children who are counselled that 
they would carry God’s light into their families and communities.  
 

 In Cape Verde, Oliver met Jesus through Pavement Project when she was 11 years 
old. Later in her life she returned to be a teacher in the project where she had been 
counselled. Now 30 years old, Oliver was ordained as a missionary by her church 
earlier this year. Give thanks for the life-changing foundations that are laid 
through Pavement Project, for lives changed, and for people like Oliver who go on 
to share good news with others.  

 
* Names have been changed. 

 
You can read more about Jessica, Lydia and Oliver in the upcoming issue of Interact. 
  
 

 
Thank you for praying with us! Your partnership in prayer is vital to all that we do as 
we share the Bible’s life words around the world. You can make a donation to our work 
online at www.lifewords.global, by post, or by calling 020 7730 2155. 
 

http://www.lifewords.global/

